
Nothing	  to	  Subvert?	  
Ar1s1c	  prac1ces	  for	  a	  datafied	  world	  

	  

	  
Arts	  in	  Society	  Conference	  

	  23	  –	  25	  July	  2015,	  Imperial	  College	  
	  
	  

Daphne	  Dragona	  
	  



TRACK	  SLEEP.	  TRACK	  STEPS.	  TRACK	  HABITS.	  TRACK	  LIFE.	  TRICKS	  OF	  THE	  MIND.	  
	  
Pass	  a	  ball.	  
Passerby.	  
Net.	  
Goal.	  
Internet.	  Hole.	  
Brain	  half.	  LeU,	  right.	  
Capital.	  Co-‐operate.	  
Carbohydrate.	  
	  
Never	  change	  a	  winning	  team.	  
	  
Dare	  to	  dream.	  
	  

Hanne	  Lippard,	  2015	  







What’s	  on	  your	  mind?	  Update	  Status!	  Like!	  Share!	  Comment!	  
Tag!	  Add	  Loca=on!	  Follow	  people!	  Check	  in!	  Explore!	  Endorse!	  
Connect!	  Be	  influen=al!	  Be	  you!	  Study	  your	  stats!	  Show	  up	  in	  
more	  searches!	  	  













To	  datafy:	  to	  put	  in	  quan)fied	  format	  so	  that	  it	  can	  be	  
tabulated	  and	  analysed	  


Facebook	  datafied	  rela1onships…;	  Twi[er	  enabled	  the	  datafica1on	  of	  
sen1ment…;	  Linked	  in	  datafied	  our	  long	  past	  professional	  experiences….	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

	  	  Mayer	  Schoenberger	  &	  Cukier	  
	  
	  











“Will	  people’s	  rela1onship	  to	  their	  wearable	  device	  change	  when	  they	  know	  
that	  it	  can	  be	  an	  informant?”	  

Kate	  Crawford	  

“We	  	  surrender	  our	  temporal	  iden11es	  in	  order	  to	  become	  stylized,	  
quan1fied	  and	  distributed”	  

Brooke	  Wendt	  



Ruling	  through	  playful	  freedom	  in	  an	  anxious	  online	  world	  	  

	  
	  
#	  iden1fica1on	  
#	  commodifica1on	  
#	  normalisa1on	  	  
	  
	  
	  
Entering	  a	  condi1on	  of	  soU	  and	  subtle	  power	  and	  control	  



“There’s	  nothing	  to	  subvert	  or	  divert	  or	  invert.	  There’s	  nothing	  
to	  resist,	  as	  resistance	  is	  included	  in	  advance	  in	  the	  rules	  of	  the	  
game.”	  	  

McKenzie	  Wark	  
	  
	  

“The	  old	  subversive	  ar1s1c	  strategies	  of	  detournement,	  
appropria1on	  and	  culture	  jamming	  have	  now	  become	  universal	  
cultural	  techniques	  in	  mass	  media.	  They	  are	  all	  based	  on	  a	  
distor1on	  or	  exaggera1on	  of	  exis1ng	  claims.”	  	  

	  
Dieter	  Daniels	  



The	  apparatus	  and	  the	  counter-‐apparatus	  	  

Figh1ng	  	  “mechanisms	  which	  capture,	  orient,	  determine,	  
intercept,	  model,	  control	  or	  secure	  gestures,	  behaviors,	  opinions	  
or	  discourses”	  

By	  acts	  of	  profana1on	  
	  
That	  is	  “to	  not	  simply	  abolish	  and	  erase	  separa1ons	  but	  to	  learn	  
to	  put	  them	  to	  a	  new	  use,	  to	  play	  with	  them”	  
	  

Giorgio	  Agamben	  



	  
	  

Which	  ar1s1c	  	  prac1ces	  can	  we	  locate	  	  
as	  	  responses	  to	  the	  datafying	  world?	  



#de-‐gamifica1on	  

	  
Exposing,	  opposing,	  misusing	  the	  use	  of	  game	  elements	  



�
Benjamin, Grosser, Facebook Demetricator (2012) 
 



Silvio	  Lorusso,	  Kickended	  



#obfusca1on	  

“[t]he	  produc1on,	  inclusion,	  addi1on,	  or	  communica1on	  of	  
misleading,	  ambiguous,	  or	  false	  data	  in	  an	  effort	  to	  evade,	  
distract,	  or	  confuse	  data	  gatherers	  or	  diminish	  the	  reliability	  
(and	  value)	  of	  data	  aggrega1ons”.	  	  
	  

Helen	  Nissenbaum	  &	  Finn	  Bunton	  	  



Benjamin Grosser, Scaremail (2014) 



#over-‐iden1fica1on	  

	  
	  
purposefully	  	  ‘giving	  up	  their	  will	  to	  resist’	  by	  ‘applying	  the	  
la[er’s	  rules	  even	  more	  consistently	  and	  scrupulously	  than	  the	  
rest	  of	  society”	  	  	  

Bavo	  



 
Tobias Leingruber,  Social ID Bureau  

 



	  

Jennifer	  Lyn	  Morone,	  Jennnifer	  Lyn	  Morone	  Inc	  (2014)	  





#data-‐accela1onism	  

“…the	  worse,	  the	  be[er	  “	  
	  

Benjamin	  Noys	  



Constant	  Dullart,	  High	  Retenton	  Slow	  Delivery	  	  



“Constantly	  moving,	  and	  not	  really	  focusing	  on	  any	  one	  thing,	  
but	  rather	  to	  just	  con1nue	  forward.”	  	  
	  

Brad	  Troemel	  for	  the	  Jogging	  



#dataplay	  
	  
from	  the	  game	  of	  data	  	  to	  playing	  with	  data	  
	  
	  
	  
“There	  are	  going	  to	  be	  ways	  in	  which	  people	  will	  be	  proac1ve	  
finding	  new	  ways	  for	  data	  to	  not	  be	  easy	  to	  interpret”	  
	  

Laura	  Poitras	  
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